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Water can be released through the dam three different ways - through the turbines, floodgates
(also referred to as spillway or tainter gates), or sluice gates.

The preferred method for releasing water is through the turbines where water can be controlled,
monitored and used to produce energy while also meeting water supply and water quality needs
of the Savannah River Basin.

During flood conditions, water may be released through the floodgates, enabling a large quantity
of water to be released quickly. Although water can be released through the sluice gates, this is
not desirable. Water released through the sluice gates is of poor quality (dead storage) as it is
from the lower depths of the lakes - therefore containing lower levels of dissolved oxygen, heavy
siltation, and other deposits. Water released through flood gates or sluice gates cannot be used
to generate power.
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